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Welcome back, Griffin Gator Families! We hope you all had a fabulous summer and are excit-

ed about the new school year. Your PTA board has already been working hard over the summer 

to support our GMS staff, students and families. 

We encourage you to invest in your child’s education by joining the PTA. By becoming a mem-

ber of the PTA, you are helping our Griffin community, as well as local, state and national PTA 

that advocate for our children all year long. Also, by joining the PTA it does not mean you have 

to volunteer (but we would love to have your help if you are interested!). You can easily join 

online at www.gms.my-pta.org. 

Be sure to stay connected by liking our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/griffingatorpta, fol-

lowing us on Instagram at griffinpta, following us on Twitter at @Griffin_PTA or going to our 

website at www.gms.my-pta.org.  These are all great ways to keep updated and to become in-

volved in our school. Also, please contact any of us on the PTA board listed in the newsletter—

we would love to visit with you and help you get plugged in! 

Thanks in advance for your support of GMS PTA! We are looking forward to another great 

school year! 

Stephanie Sudomir 

GMS PTA President 

September 2018 

http://www.gms.my-pta.org/
http://www.facebook.com/griffingatorpta
http://www.gms.my-pta.org/


PTA needs YOU!  
 

The Griffin Middle School PTA needs YOU to join.   Each year at Griffin Middle 

School, we encourage new and returning families to “get connected” with the 

PTA by joining through membership.  Becoming a GMS PTA member helps provide 

programs, coordinate events and purchase supplies needed for the educational 

benefit of our students, along with a network of support and endless opportunities 

to get involved. It’s a WIN-WIN for everyone!!! 

 

Last year ALL teachers and staff members at GMS joined the PTA and they contin-

ue to show their support every year.   PTA is for every family and teacher at Griffin. 

 

How much is it to join PTA? Family membership is just $20, which includes member-

ship in the National PTA.  

 

Why should I join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Associa-

tion is to benefit your child. In doing so, you also help our school.  

 

What does PTA do? PTA does many of the events throughout the school year, in-

cluding educational and fun programs for the parents and kids, a great family 

event like the Gator Festival. We provide communication from the school to par-

ents through the Gator Gazette (monthly newsletters), our Facebook page and 

the GMS PTA website (http://www.gms.my-pta.org).   PTA also supports our teach-

ers with teacher appreciation luncheons and activities, as well as fulfilling extra 

wish list items needed by the school. 
 

What does PTA use the funds for? PTA uses the money you help us raise to pay for 

excellent programs like Red Ribbon Week, Reflections, 

Teacher Support and Parent Education. We raise funds to 

help provide extras for the school, like iPads for classrooms, 

books for the library, and much more. 

 

    Will PTA call and e-mail me all the time? We promise NOT 

to bother you! We’ll keep you posted on what’s happen-

ing at Griffin Middle School and let you know when volun-

teer opportunities arise, should you be interested. 

 

How do I join?  Go ONLINE to the Griffin PTA website, use 

this link:  gms.my-pta.org, or use the QR Code to the left. 

 

If you have any questions or would like additional  

information, contact Jennifer Esquenazi,  

VP of Membership (jme1997ag@gmail.com). 

http://gms.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=6
mailto:jme1997ag@gmail.com


Stay connected by following 

Griffin PTA on Facebook,  

Instagram, Twitter & the Griffin PTA 

website gms.my-pta.org. 

We’re on social media! 

ONE AND DONE FUNDRAISING 

This is the ONLY time all year we ask you to contribute. 

No cookie dough or popcorn sales, no fun run, just simply 

writing a check one time. Feel free to donate whatever 

amount you are comfortable giving. Your donation is 

completely tax deductible.  

 

 

Donate now by clicking on the image below.    

 

 

 

 

 

For those of you who have donated to our One and 

Done Fundraiser, THANK YOU!!!  100% of the funds 

received will support GMS and our students. 

GMS One & Done Fundraiser 

https://www.facebook.com/griffingatorpta/
https://www.instagram.com/griffinpta/
http://gms.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=4
https://twitter.com/Griffin_PTA
http://gms.ch2v.com/content.asp?PageID=6


Wednesday, September 19th  
11:00 am  - 10:00 pm 

 

Be sure to say that you’re supporting  
Griffin Middle School when placing your order.  

Thank you to Sonic for hosting and to everyone who supported 

Griffin at our August Sonic Spirit Night!   

We appreciate YOU!  





   We APPRECIATE OUR GATORIFFIC Teachers!!! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The PTA Reflections program is a way for students to express their  
artistic talents. The theme for the 2018-2019 school year is “Heroes 
Around Me” Students may create and submit works of art in one or more of 
the following categories (with no limit to the amount of entries in a single 
category): dance choreography, musical composition, photography visual arts, 
film production, and literature.  

2018-2019  Reflections Program 

The entry submission deadline date 
will be near the end of October (exact 
date TBD).  
 

For more information and entry forms: 
https://www.txpta.org/uploads/
filemanager/Reflections%
202018/2018-19%20Reflections%
20Student%20Packet_English.pdf  
 
Please contact our Cultural Arts/Environmental Chair, Chrissie Hebner, 
at jchebner@att.net with any questions.  

Griffin PTA Hospitality was able to provide our amazing teachers 
with a Back-to-School breakfast of breakfast burritos, fruit, and 
juice. We also provided their dinner, the night of Meet the Teach-
er (Chick-Fil-A grilled wraps, chips and cookies).  This was all 
thanks to your generous donations to the PTA. Thank 
you!  These teachers and staff are so deserving of your support 
and love, for all they do for our wonderful kids!  

https://www.txpta.org/uploads/filemanager/Reflections%202018/2018-19%20Reflections%20Student%20Packet_English.pdf
https://www.txpta.org/uploads/filemanager/Reflections%202018/2018-19%20Reflections%20Student%20Packet_English.pdf
https://www.txpta.org/uploads/filemanager/Reflections%202018/2018-19%20Reflections%20Student%20Packet_English.pdf
https://www.txpta.org/uploads/filemanager/Reflections%202018/2018-19%20Reflections%20Student%20Packet_English.pdf
mailto:jchebner@att.net


Please contact any of us on the PTA board —we would love to visit 

with you and help you get plugged in! 

 

2018-2019 Griffin PTA Board 

Position Name Email Address 

President     Stephanie Sudomir s_sudomir@yahoo.com 

1st VP/Membership  Jennifer Esquenazi jme1997ag@gmail.com 

2nd VP/Ways & Means  Bryn Ginn brynginn@gmail.com 

3rd VP/Programs   Rose Granitz rgranitz@hotmail.com 

Treasurer     Whitney Younts  jrwsyounts@gmail.com 

Secretary  Cindy Slavin   pcslavin@cherrypiedesigns.net 

Parliamentarian Melissa Ruch  maruch1234@gmail.com 

Historian Michelle Carew  carewmichelle@hotmail.com 

Legislative/Council Delegate Cathy Rhee catrhee@yahoo.com 

Book Fair Kristen Dewey  deweyandkristen@gmail.com 

Directory/Publications  Amy Heydon  amyheydon@hotmail.com 

Environmental/Cultural Arts Chrissie Hebner jchebner@att.net 

Healthy Lifestyles Lauren Bowman bowmanlauren6@gmail.com 

Gator Festival Heaven Lesher hlesher@csl-materials.com 

Gatoriffic Teachers Karina Short ks1227@aol.com 

Gatorwear Lynda Clark lyndacclark@hotmail.com 

Grants  Jenny Bitsche jenbitsche@swbell.net 

Publicity Sarah Adams GriffinPTAPublicity@gmail.com 

SAGE Angela Kelso angelakelso@yahoo.com 

Talent Show Lainie Myer lainiemyer@gmail.com 

Welcome Wagon Brandi Freeman b4freeman@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Coordinator Chelsi Word chelsibword@gmail.com 

mailto:s_sudomir@yahoo.com
mailto:jme1997ag@gmail.com
mailto:jme1997ag@gmail.com
mailto:brynginn@gmail.com
mailto:rgranitz@hotmail.com
mailto:jrwsyounts@gmail.com
mailto:pcslavin@cherrypiedesigns.net
mailto:maruch1234@gmail.com
mailto:carewmichelle@hotmail.com
mailto:catrhee@yahoo.com
mailto:deweyandkristen@gmail.com
mailto:amyheydon@hotmail.com
mailto:jchebner@att.net
mailto:bowmanlauren6@gmail.com
mailto:hlesher@csl-materials.com
mailto:ks1227@aol.com
mailto:lyndacclark@hotmail.com
mailto:jenbitsche@swbell.net
mailto:sarahes_slp@hotmail.com
mailto:GriffinPTAPublicity@gmail.com
mailto:angelakelso@yahoo.com
mailto:lainiemyer@gmail.com
mailto:b4freeman@yahoo.com
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    Thank you to our                      

     2018-2019 

Griffin PTA Partners! 

                                                              
                                                                                       www.mattsellshomesforfree.com 214-850-0174 

       

        

         

                     

     

    

     

       

https://idryblowoutbar.com/home
https://friscowestamc.com/
http://orangetheoryfitness.com/
https://www.addisonlawoffice.com/
http://www.frazierfamilyortho.com/home

